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1This letter has 216 signatories, representing 33 countries (TABLE 1).

Doctors for Assange, USA (WH, TGS); Doctors for Assange, UK (SF, WF); Doctors for
Assange, Australia (LJ); Doctors for Assange, Germany (TGS); Doctors for Assange,
Hong Kong (EASN); and Doctors for Assange, Sweden (SF, WF)

Background

On Feb 17, 2020, Doctors for Assange, a group of now over 200 doctors, wrote in The
Lancet demanding an end to the torture and medical neglect of Julian Assange (1).
Since that time, no responsible authority has acted to end, or even investigate, Mr
Assange’s torture and medical neglect. Instead, the ongoing actions of the United
States (US) and the United Kingdom (UK), and the inaction of Australia, have
perpetuated and escalated the campaign of collective persecution and judicial
harassment responsible for Mr Assange’s torture, as identified by Professor Nils Melzer,
the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (2).

It is now over a year since two medical experts specialised in the assessment and
documentation of torture accompanied Professor Melzer to visit Mr Assange at Her
Majesty’s Prison (HMP) Belmarsh, London. This team reported in May 2019 that Mr
Assange exhibited all symptoms typical of a person subjected to prolonged
psychological torture. Professor Melzer further emphasises that psychological torture is
not "torture light" and that it aims directly at destroying the personality of an individual
(2). In his reports and statements, Professor Melzer has been definitive about the
source of that torture: the combined actions of the governments of the US, the UK,
Sweden, and Ecuador. He issued a further warning that the inhumane conditions of Mr
Assange’s detention in Belmarsh may soon end up costing him his life (2).
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From a medical standpoint, the risks to Mr Assange’s life and health have only grown
more acute since Professor Melzer's warnings, for two main reasons. One involves the
continued abuses of Mr Assange’s fundamental human and legal rights at the hands of
judicial, prison, and contracted security authorities, during his extradition proceedings.
The second concerns the grave medical risks posed to vulnerable prisoners during the
COVID-19 global health emergency, and the exacerbation of Mr Assange’s
psychological torture under COVID-19 prison lockdown measures.

Pattern of abuses contributing to torture. Since our previous letter, Mr Assange has
been the subject of six legal hearings (24-27 February, 25 March, 7 April, 27 April, 4
May, and 1 June), which form part of our detailed timeline of events provided (TABLE
2).

Mr Assange’s treatment during the first phase of his extradition proceedings in February
was described as “shocking and excessive” by the International Bar Association’s
Human Rights Institute (IBAHRI), which likened the abuses to those of the Abu Ghraib
prison scandal (3).

Throughout these and subsequent hearings, Mr Assange has been unable to engage in
his own defence. He was held in a bulletproof glass enclosure at the back of the
courtroom (4;5) during the four days of extradition proceedings, and objected repeatedly
that, consequently, he could not hear the proceedings nor communicate with and
instruct his lawyers. Responding to a formal application by Mr Assange’s lawyers, the
judge denied Mr Assange permission to leave the enclosure to sit with them, despite the
prosecuting lawyers’ assent to the application (6).

When he returned to Belmarsh after the first day of the extradition hearing, prison
authorities strip-searched Mr Assange twice, handcuffed him 11 times, and moved him
successively to five different holding cells (4;7;8). Mr Assange’s court documents were
also seized, including legally privileged, client-lawyer communications.

Subsequently, Mr Assange attended only one of the five following hearings, and did so
by videolink. The videolink was terminated early, before the hearing had concluded. Mr
Assange has since missed four following hearings because of COVID-19-related
restrictions and medical risks and has not been seen in court either in person or by



videolink since March 25, 2020. Moreover, with the second phase of his extradition
proceedings imminent, UK prison lockdowns due to COVID-19 have eliminated prison
visits (9;10), preventing Mr Assange from meeting with his lawyers to prepare for future
proceedings.

In a further stripping of self-protection, during an emergency bail hearing in light of
COVID-19, the judge lifted an anonymity order, despite the objections of Mr Assange’s
lawyers, which was in place to protect the privacy of Mr Assange’s fiancée, Stella
Morris, and their two children (11;12). Shortly before the protection afforded by the court
order was due to lift, Ms Morris made the family’s story public.

These events and others have intensified the pattern of irregularities and excesses
documented by Professor Melzer, causing escalations in imposed helplessness,
arbitrariness, threat and isolation, all key components of Mr Assange’s psychological
torture.

COVID-19 pandemic. Given the rapid spread of COVID-19 in the UK, with prisons
acting as a “breeding ground” for infectious diseases, Mr Assange is at grave risk of
contracting, and succumbing to, coronavirus. Medically, the risk must be assumed to be
elevated significantly beyond that of the general prison population, due both to his
chronic respiratory condition and to his history of psychological torture and medical
neglect, resulting in high likelihood of his immune system being severely compromised.
Further, Mr Assange is non-violent, he is being held on remand, he is not serving a
sentence for a crime, and he is being arbitrarily detained according to the UN Working
Group on Arbitrary Detention (13). Thus, he meets the criteria for prisoner release
recommended internationally by human rights and lawyers’ associations to contain the
spread of COVID-19 and to protect the vulnerable (14-16). Accordingly, a bail plan was
presented to the court involving monitored home detention for Mr Assange, with his
fiancée and their children.

Nevertheless, District Judge Vanessa Baraitser denied Mr Assange bail. This decision,
as we stated following the bail hearing (17), has meant that under prison lockdown Mr
Assange is held in solitary confinement for 23 hours a day (18). He was also denied a
radio for several months. Having first ordered a radio from a prison catalogue six
months ago, and after a friend of Mr Assange had tried to send one to him, only for it to



be returned, Mr Assange received a radio on 16 June 2020 (19). Isolation and under-
stimulation are key psychological torture tactics, capable of inducing severe despair,
disorientation, destabilisation and disintegration of crucial mental and psychological
functions (20).

As a person incarcerated solely for publishing activity, continuing to hold Mr Assange
under these conditions represents the torture of a publisher and journalist. In the context
of attacks against and arrests of journalists at the recent global protests, his treatment
and the precedent it sets are of international concern.

Call to action. We have witnessed these unfolding developments with alarm. Since our
February letter, several human rights organisations have added their voices to the
international calls for Mr Assange’s release, and condemnation (21-25) of the
extradition proceedings. Amnesty International, having previously demanded the US
drop its Espionage Act charges entirely (14), advocated for Mr Assange’s release on
bail ahead of his emergency bail hearing (26). Further, on March 20, the Council of
Europe raised its “threat level” on Mr Assange’s case, which it deems as detention and
imprisonment of a journalist, to level 1 (27), reserved for “... the most severe and
damaging violations of media freedom” (28).

We therefore reiterate our demand for an end to the torture and medical neglect of
Julian Assange. We join the world’s leading authorities on human rights and
international law calling for his immediate release from prison. It is not possible to treat
torture victims without first removing them from the circumstances of their torture. We
note that IBAHRI has stated that, in view of Mr Assange being a victim of psychological
torture, his extradition to the US would be illegal under international human rights law.

A World Psychiatric Association (WPA) position statement emphasises the fact that
withholding appropriate medical treatment can itself amount to torture (29). Thus, the
ongoing failure to properly treat Mr Assange may amount to an act of torture in which
state officials, from parliament to court to prison, risk being judged complicit. Under the
Convention Against Torture those acting in official capacities can be held complicit and
accountable not only for perpetration of torture, but for their silent acquiescence and
consent (30). In the UK, such complicity is prohibited not only under the Convention
Against Torture but also under Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights



(ECHR) and section 134 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988. Under the latter, it is an
offence for any public official to “intentionally inflict severe pain or suffering on another
in the performance or purported performance of his official duties (31).”

As IBAHRI Co-Chair, the Hon Michael Kirby AC CMG, commented on March 10, 2020:

“The IBAHRI is concerned that the mistreatment of Julian Assange constitutes
breaches of his right to a fair trial and protections enshrined in the United Nations
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, to which the UK is party. It is deeply shocking that as a mature
democracy in which the rule of law and the rights of individuals are preserved,
the UK Government has been silent and has taken no action to terminate such
gross and disproportionate conduct by Crown officials. As well, we are surprised
that the presiding judge has reportedly said and done nothing to rebuke the
officials and their superiors for such conduct in the case of an accused whose
offence is not one of personal violence. Many countries in the world look to
Britain as an example in such matters.”

Dr Allen Keller, Director of the Bellevue/NYU Program for Survivors of Torture, has said
that “As physicians, we have a crucial role to play in promoting human rights (32),” and
Professor Leonard Rubenstein, of the John Hopkins Berman Institute of Bioethics,
stresses that “the medical community as a whole needs to speak out far more forcefully
against torture (33).” We have a professional and ethical duty to speak out against
torture, report past torture, to stop present torture and to prevent future torture.
Psychiatrists and clinical psychologists have recently warned that silence on Mr
Assange’s torture may well facilitate his death (34). The silence must be broken.

If not now, then when? Please join us, before it is too late (35).
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TABLE 1: Signatories for Doctors for Assange
(n=216) as of 22 June 2020

Dr Victoria Abdelnur, MD Specialist in Integrative Trauma Therapy (Germany & Argentina)

Dr Mariagiulia Agnoletto, MD Specialist in Psychiatry ASST Monza San Gerardo Hospital,
Monza (Italy)

Dr Vittorio Agnoletto, MD Universita degli Studi di Milano Statale, Milano (Italy)
Dr Thomas Alexander, MD (United States)

Dr Sonia Allam, MBChB FRCA Consultant in Anaesthesia and Pre-operative Assessment, Forth
Valley Royal Hospital, Scotland (United Kingdom)

Dr Talal Alrubaie, MBChB MSc MD Psychiatrist and Psychotherapist (Austria)

Dr Nicolette van Amerongen, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, General Medical Practitioner
(retired) (Netherlands)

Dr Norbert Andersch, MD MRCPsych Consultant Neurologist and Psychiatrist, South London
and Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust (retired); Lecturer in Psychopathology at Sigmund Freud
Private University, Vienna-Berlin-Paris (Germany & United Kingdom)

Dr QOlli Arjamaa, Ophthalmology, Physiology and Endocrinology (Finland)
Dr Narmin Baraheni, MD FRCOG (United Kingdom)

Prof Jirg Barben, Head, Division of Paediatric Pulmonology & CF Centre, Children's Hospital of
Eastern Switzerland (Switzerland)

Dr Marianne Beaucamp, MD Fachéarztin (Specialist) in Neurology & Psychiatry Psychoanalyst
and Psychotherapist (retired), Munich (Germany)

Dr Thed Beaucamp, MD Facharztin (Specialist) in Neurology, Psychiatry & Psychosomatic
Medicine Psychoanalyst and Psychotherapist (retired), Munich (Germany)

Dr Mark L Beauchamp, Internal Medicine, Post Acute Long Term Care (United States)
Dr Margaret Beavis, MBBS FRACGP MPH General Medical Practitioner (Australia)

Dr Susanne Bejerot, MD, Professor of Psychiatry, School of Health and Medical Sciences,
Orebro University (Sweden)

Dr David Bell, Consultant Psychiatrist and Psychoanalyst, London (United Kingdom)
Dr Wilfried Benik, General Medical Practitioner (Germany)

Dr Ernst Berger, MD, University Professor, Specialist in Psychiatry and Neurology, Specialist in
Child Psychiatry, Psychotherapist, Former head of Human Rights Commission of Austrian
Ombudsman Board MUW Kilinik f. Kinder- u. Jugendpsychiatrie (Austria)

Prof Osmund Bertel, Professor, MD (Switzerland)

Dr Matthew Bivens, MD APHMFP HMFP, Specialist in Emergency Medicine, Emergency
Department attending physician, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center; Emergency
Department attending physician, St. Luke's Hospital; EMS Medical Director, St. Luke's Hospital;
Chair, Greater Boston Physicians for Social Responsibility (United States)

Dr Uday Bodhankar, MBBS, DCH, MD, Pediatrician, Executive Director, Commonwealth
Association for Health and Disability, Deputy Chairperson, Commonwealth Health Professions
Alliance, UK, Adjunct Associate Professor Pediatrics, Sydney (India & United Kingdom)



Dr Brenda Bonnici, B Pharm (Hons), M Pharm (Regulatory Affairs), PhD (Neuropharmacology);
Consultant Patient Information (Switzerland)

Dr Jean Sébastien Borde, Nephrologist, Sainte hospital (France)

Dr Damien Boyd, MBBS FANZCA, Senior Staff Specialist, Anaesthetics Department, St
Vincent's Hospital Sydney (Australia)

Mr Patrick John Ramsay Boyd, (signed John Boyd) MRCS LRCP MBBS FRCS FEBU
Consultant Urologist (retired) (United Kingdom)

Dr Guillermo Calderon, Specialist in general psychiatry, Medical Assistant Specialist,
Puntarenas (Costa Rica)

Dr Hannah Caller, MBBS DCH Paediatrician, Homerton University Hospital, London (United
Kingdom)

Dr Franco Camandona, MD Specialist in Obstetrics & Gynaecology E.O. Ospedali Galliera,
Genova (Italy)

Dr Betty Carlisle, Correctional Health (United States)
Dr Ola Carlsson, Radiology (Sweden)

Dr Stephen Caswell, Clinical Psychologist BSc (Hons) MSc PGDip DClinPsych (United
Kingdom)

Dr Sylvia Chandler, MBChB MRCGP BA MA General Medical Practitioner (retired) (United
Kingdom)

Dr Julie Chase, Chartered psychologist (United Kingdom)
Dr Frances Chavez, MD Family Medicine (United States)

Dr Arthur Chesterfield-Evans, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S.(Eng.), M.Appl.Sci.(OHS), M.Pol.Econ.,
Former CEO of the Sydney Peace Foundation (Australia)

Dr Marco Chiesa, MD FRCPsych Consultant Psychiatrist and Visiting Professor, University
College London (United Kingdom)

Dr Usman Choudhry, MBChB, MRCP, Anaesthetic & Intensive Care (United Kingdom)
Dr Carla Ciccone, MD, Specialist in Obstetrics & Gynaecology AORN MOSCATI, Avellino (ltaly)

Dr Miriam Cnop, MD PhD Professor of Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases, Universite Libre de
Bruxelles, Brussels (Belgium)

Dr Gareth Crouch, MBBS FRACS, Cardiothoracic Surgeon (Australia & New Zealand)
Prof David Curtis, London (United Kingdom)

Dr C Dassos, MB BS General Medical Practitioner (Australia)

Dr Richard Davies, MPsych (Clinical)/PhD, Clinical Psychologist (Australia)

Dr Chrissa Deligianni, MD Pediatrician (Greece)

Dr Owen Dempsey, MBBS BSc MSc PhD General Medical Practitioner (retired) (United
Kingdom)

Dr James Deutsch, MD, PhD, FRCPC, Department of Psychiatry, University of Toronto
(Canada)

Dr H R Dhammika, MBBS Medical Officer, Dehiattakandiya Base Hospital, Dehiattakandiya (Sri
Lanka)
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Dr Peter Diamond, MD Anesthesiologist, Connecticut (United States)
Dr Flavia Donati, MD Specialist in Psychiatry and Psychoanalyst, Rome (Italy)
Dr Thorsten Dorn, Endocrinology and Diabetes, Karlsruhe (Germany)

Dr Tim Dowson, MBChB MRCGP MSc MPhil Specialised General Medical Practitioner in
Substance Misuse, Leeds (United Kingdom)

Dr Donal Duffin, MB MRCP (London) MRCGP Consultant Physician NHS (retired) (United
Kingdom)

Dr Eugene Egan, MB FFARCSI MSc (Republic of Ireland)
Dr Iris Eggeling, Specialist in Diagnostics (Radiology and Nuclear Medicine) (Germany)

Miss Kamilia El-Farra, MBChB FRCOG MPhil (Medical Law and Ethics) Consultant
Gynaecologist, Essex (United Kingdom)

Dr Leif Elinder, MD Specialist in Paediatric Medicine (Sweden & New Zealand)

Dr Toril Enger, MD, Consultant (Norway)

Mr Jan Engert, Internal Medicine (Germany)

Dr Beata Farmanbar, MD General Medical Practitioner (Sweden)

Dr Ibrahim Faud Ibrahim, MD Physician Hematologist, Dallas, Texas (United States)

Dr Eduardo Fernandez, MD, PhD, Consultant Neurologist (United Kingdom)

Dr Gloria Fernandez-Esparrach, Gastroenterology, Hospital Clinic, Barcelona (Catalonia)
Dr Teresa Forcades, Internal Medicine, Public Health (Spain)

Dr Brian Foresman, MD Board certified, General Surgery (United States)

Dr Tomasz Fortuna, MD RCPsych (affiliated) Forensic Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, Adult
Psychotherapist and Psychoanalyst, British Psychoanalytical Society and Tavistock and
Portman NHS Foundation Trust, London (United Kingdom)

Dr C Stephen Frost, BSc MBChB Specialist in Diagnostic Radiology (Stockholm, Sweden)
(United Kingdom & Sweden)

Dr Prasantha Gamage, MBBS MEDICINE (Sri Lanka)
Dr Pilar Garcia, PH, Dermatology, University Sant Pau Hospital Barcelona (Catalonia)

Dr Peter Garrett, MA MD FRCP Independent writer and humanitarian physician; Visiting
Lecturer in Nephrology at the University of Ulster (United Kingdom)

Dr Martin Gelin, Dental Surgeon (Sweden & Australia)
Dr Danielle Gelles, General Medical Practitioner (Germany)

Dr Athanassios Giannis, PhD MD, Specialist in Medicinal Chemistry / Chemical Biology,
Professor at the University of Leipzig, Institute for Organic Chemistry (Germany)

Dr Rachel Gibbons, MBBS BSc MRCPsych. M.Inst.Psychoanal. Mem.Inst.G.A Consultant
Psychiatrist (United Kingdom)

Dr Bob Gill, MBChB MRCGP General Medical Practitioner (United Kingdom)
Dr Eva Glagau, MD (Germany)
Dr Barbara Golden, MD CAPGAN (United Kingdom)
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Ms Elizabeth Gordon, MS FRCS Consultant Surgeon (retired); Co-founder of Freedom from
Torture (United Kingdom)

Ms Angelika Gdser, Karlsruhe (Germany)

Prof Derek A Gould, MBChB MRCP DMRD FRCR Consultant Interventional Radiologist
(retired): BSIR Gold Medal, 2010; over 110 peer-reviewed publications in journals and chapters
(United Kingdom)

Dr Moray Grigor, MB ChB MRCGP DCCH (United Kingdom)

Dr Jenny Grounds, MD General Medical Practitioner, Riddells Creek, Victoria; Treasurer,
Medical Association for Prevention of War, Australia (Australia)

Dr Andrew Gunn, MBBS BA MAPhil FRACGP, General Medical Practitioner, Senior Lecturer at
University of Quensland, Former Editor of New Doctor, National Treasurer of the Doctors
Reform Society (Australia)

Dr Jirg Hammer, Paediatric Critical Care (Switzerland)

Dr Catherine Harkness, General Medical Practitioner (retired) (United Kingdom)

Dr Sonia Henry, BPhty MBBS, General Medical Practitioner, Published Author (Australia)

Dr Barbara Hinkelmann, Pediatrician, Neonatologist, Senior Consultant (Germany & Sweden)

Dr Paul Hobday, MBBS FRCGP DRCOG DFSRH DPM General Medical Practitioner (retired)
(United Kingdom)

Prof William Hogan, MD, Specialist in Internal Medicine, Professor of Biomedical Informatics
(United States)

Dr Richard House, Psychotherapist (retired), Chartered Psychologist, AFBPsS Cert.Couns
(United Kingdom)

Dr Mats B Humble, MD, PhD, Senior lecturer in Psychiatry, Orebro University (Sweden)

Dr Reinhard Huss, MBCHB, MD, MPH, International Public Health, University of Leeds (retired)
(United Kingdom)

Dr Vivek Jain, Primary Care Physician, Clinical Instructor, (Psychiatry residency training
graduate) (United States)

Mr David Jameson-Evans, MBBS FRCS Consultant Orthopaedic and Trauma Surgeon (retired)
(United Kingdom)

Dr Ove Johansson, Chief Medical Doctor (Overlakare), formerly at the Karolinska University
Hospital (Sweden)

Dr Bob Johnson, MRCPsych MRCGP Diploma in Psychotherapy Neurology & Psychiatry
(Psychiatric Institute New York) MA (Psychol) PhD (Med Computing) MBCS DPM MRCS
Consultant Psychiatrist (retired); Formerly Head of Therapy, Ashworth Maximum Security
Hospital, Liverpool; Formally Consultant Psychiatrist, Special Unit, C-Wing, Parkhurst Prison,
Isle of Wight (United Kingdom)

Dr Lissa Johnson, BA BSc(Hons, Psych) MPsych(Clin) PhD Clinical Psychologist (Australia)
Dr Sandra Johnson, Yass River (Australia)

Dr Anna Kacperek, MRCPsych Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, London (United
Kingdom)

Dr Alyson Kakakios (Australia)
Mr Fivos Kakavitsas, Spec. GP, Greek NHS, Corfu Primary Care Health Center (Greece)
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Dr Kerstin Kall, MD, PhD, specialist in psychiatry, working mainly in addiction medicine at the
Psychiatric Clinic, University Hospital, Link6ping (Sweden)

Dr Sujeewa Indrajith Karunananda, MBBS, MD (Psychiatry) Acting Psychiatrist, District Base
Hospital, Medirigiriya (Sri Lanka)

Dr Cath Keaney, BSc MBBS DCH FRACGP (Australia)
Ms Kameta Khasboulatova, Neurologist (Belgium)

Dr Sarah Leila Khosravi, MBChB Medicine and Surgery, University of Liverpool, Paediatrics,
Guys and St Thomas' NHS Trust, London (United Kingdom)

Dr Christoph Kind, Courtenay (Canada)

Dr Jessica Kirker, MBChB DipPsychiat MRCPsych FRANZCP MemberBPAS Psychoanalyst
and Consultant Medical Psychotherapist (retired) (United Kingdom)

Mrs Vasiliki Korvesi, Radiologist (Greece)
Dr Aviraj Kumar, MS (Germany)

Dr Amine Larnaout, MD Psychiatrist, Assistant Professor, Razi Hospital, Tunis Medecine
Faculty, Tunis El Manar University (Tunisia)

Dr Anne Lemaire, General Medical Practitioner (Belgium & Portugal)
Mr Kwok On Leung, MBBS (HK), FRACS (Hong Kong)

Dr Henry Lindner, MD (United States)

Dr Valeria Mages, MD (Germany)

Dr Alberto Gutiérrez Mardones, PhD, Chief Medical Doctor (Overlakare), Karolinska University
Hospital (Sweden)

Dr Teresa Maristany, Radiology (Catalonia)

Dr Robert Marr, MD, MBBS, Master of Public Health, FFPHM, General Medical Practitioner and
Public Health Doctor (Australia)

Ms Merce Marzo, Research (Catalonia)
Dr Willi Mast, MD Facharzt fur Allgemeinmedizin, Gelsenkirchen (Germany)

Dr Antonis Mavromatos, MD, MSc, PhD candidate, Psychiatry Resident, Attikon University
General Hospital, Athens, Greece (Greece)

Dr Tom McGinn, MD FACP. Gastroenterologist (United States)

Dr Daniel McQueen, MRCPsych, Consultant Psychiatrist, Child and Family Department, The
Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust Tavistock Centre (United Kingdom)

Dr Janet Menage, MA MBChB General Medical Practitioner (retired); qualified Psychological
Counsellor; author of published research into Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (United Kingdom)

Prof Arturo Menéndez Cabezas, PhD, MD, Medical Sciences, University of Medical Sciences,
Camaguey, Cuba (Cuba)

Prof Alan Meyers, MD MPH Emeritus Professor of Paediatrics, Boston University School of
Medicine, Boston, Massachusetts (United States)

Dr Salique Miah, BSc MBChB FRCEM DTM&H ARCS Consultant in Emergency Medicine,
Manchester (United Kingdom)
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Dr Carine Minne, FRCPsych Consultant Psychiatrist in Forensic Psychotherapy; Psychoanalyst,
London (United Kingdom)

Dr Fathima Mirza, MBBS (Sri Lanka)
Prof Lluis Mont, Professor of Cardiology. University of Barcelona (Catalonia)

Dr David Morgan, DClinPsych MSc Fellow of British Psychoanalytic Society Psychoanalyst,
Consultant Clinical Psychologist and Consultant Psychotherapist (United Kingdom)

Dr Helen Murrell, MBChB MRCGP General Medical Practitioner, Gateshead (United Kingdom)

Prof Tony Nelson, Clinical Professional Consultant and Professor of Practice, Department of
Paediatrics, The Chinese University of Hong Kong (Hong Kong)

Dr Siofra Nic an Bhreithian, MB MICGP, General Medical Practitioner (Republic of Ireland)

Prof Marcello Ferrada de Noli, Med Dr (Psychiatry, PhD), Professor Emeritus. Former head of
Research group on International and Cross-Cultural Injury Epidemiology, Karolinska Institute,
Sweden. Formerly Research Fellow, Harvard Medical School. Chair, Swedish Doctors for
Human Rights -SWEDHR (Sweden)

Dr Alison Anne Noonan, MBBS (Sydney) MD (Rome) MA (Sydney) ANZSJA IAAP AAGP IAP
Psychiatrist, Psychoanalyst, Specialist Outreach Northern Territory, Executive Medical
Association for Prevention of War (NSW) (Australia)

Dr Maria Ntasiou, MD, Pulmonologist, Director in Primary Health (Greece)
Mr Brendan O'Brien, MB (GP retired) (United Kingdom)

Dr Peadar O'Grady, Consultant Child Psychiatrist, Critical Psychiatry Network, Dublin (Republic
of Ireland)

Dr Gunnar Olofsson, MD, PhD, Consultant in Surgery & Urology (Sweden)
Ms Blanca Oms, Physician. Neurology specialist. Public hospital (Catalonia)

Dr Michael Orgel, MD, Specialist in Addiction (retired), former Chief of Medical Services, Haight
Ashbury Free Medical Clinic Drug Detox and Aftercare Project, San Francisco, US; former
Medical Director, Community Drug Dependency Services, Bay Community NHS Trust,
Lancaster, England; former Consultant in Substance Abuse NHS Lothian, Edinburgh
Community Drug Problem Service and Edinburgh Harm Reduction (United Kingdom & United
States)

Dr Lena Oske, Medical Doctor, Specialist in General Medicine, Skane Health Services
(Sweden)

Dr Markéta Paarova, Internal and pulmonary medicine (Czech Republic)

Dr Pablo Paulsen, General Practitioner, Medical Doctor, Chiropractor, Naturopath, Physical
Therapist, M.Sc. (MD, DC, ND, PT, M.Sc.) (Chile)

Dr Nenad Pavic, MD, Gynecology and Obstetrics, Basel (Switzerland)

Dr Alison Payne, BSc MBChB DRCOG MRCGP prev FRNZGP General Medical Practitioner,
Coventry; special interest in mental health/trauma and refugee health (United Kingdom)

Dr Peter Pech, MD Specialist in Diagnostic Radiology (sub-specialty Paediatric Radiology),
Akademiska Sjukhuset (Uppsala University Hospital), Uppsala (Sweden)

Mr Alexander Pergamenchikov, Buchs (Switzerland)
Dr Tomasz Pierscionek, MRes MBBS MRCPsych PGDip (United Kingdom)
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Prof Allyson M Pollock, MBChB MSc FFPH FRCGP FRCP (Ed) Professor of Public Health,
Newcastle University (United Kingdom)

Dr Laura Pdlsler, MD, Specialist in Medical Genetics, Institute of Human Genetics, Department
of Genetics, Innsbruck Medical University (Austria)

Ms Athina Pouliou, Ear, Nose and Throat Doctor (Greece)

Dr Efstratios Prousalis, General Dental Practitioner, DDS 2008, Aristotle University,
Thessaloniki (Greece)

Dr Joseph M Pullara, MD Hospitalist Physician Olympic Medical Center and Emergency
Medicine Physician Forks Community Hospital Washington (United States)

Dr Luc Quintin, MD PhD, Staff Anesthesiologist-Intensivist (retired), Senior Investigator (retired)
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (France)

Dr Chandana Ranasinghe, MBBS Degree, general practitioner (Sri Lanka)

Dr Ullrich Raupp, MD Specialist in Psychotherapy, Child Psychiatry and Child Neurology;
Psychodynamic Supervisor (DGSv) Wesel, Germany (Germany)

Dr Abdulsatar Ravalia, FRCA Consultant Anaesthetist (United Kingdom)

Dr Momsen Reincke, Charité - Universitatsmedizin, BerlCharité Universtiatsmedizin -
Department of Neurology, Berlin, Germany (Germany)

Dr Daniel Robinson, BMed, MMed (Crit Care), General Medical Practitioner (Australia)

Prof Anders Romelsjo, Med Dr (PhD), Professor Emeritus. Formerly at the Department of Social
Medicine, Karolinska Institute, Sweden. Vice-Chair, Swedish Doctors for Human Rights -
SWEDHR (Sweden)

Dr Andrew Rork, DO (United States)

Dr Maria Rossi, MD Specialist in Nephrology San Gerardo Hospital Monza (retired) (Italy)
Dr Gunther Ruckl, MD, PhD, Pediatrician (retired) (United States)

Dr Salvatore Rudilosso, MD, PhD, Neurologist (Italy)

Dr Fiona Russell, BMBS MPHTM FRACP PhD, Paediatrician (Australia)

Dr Leopoldo Salmaso, MD, Specialist in Infectious and Tropical Diseases and Public Health,
University of Padova (ltaly & Tanzania)

Prof Andrew Samuels, Professor of Analytical Psychology, University of Essex (recently retired);
Honorary/Visiting Professor at Goldsmiths and Roehampton (both London), New York and
Macau City Universities; Former Chair, UK Council for Psychotherapy (2009—2012); Founder
Board Member of the International Association for Relational Psychoanalysis and
Psychotherapy; Founder of Psychotherapists and Counsellors for Social (United Kingdom)

Dr Stephanus Schmiedel, Neurologic Rehabilitation (Germany)
Dr Effie Schultz, Johannesburg (South Africa)

Prof Thomas G Schulze, MD, SUNY Upstate Medical University, Syracuse, NY, USA, Institute
of Psychiatric Phenomics and Genomics (IPPG), University Hospital, LMU Munich; President of
the International Society of Psychiatric Genetics; Member of Executive Committee of the World
Psychiatric Association; former President of the American Psychopathological Association
(Germany & United States)

Ms Christine Schitze, Psychologist (Germany)
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Mr John H Scurr, BSc MBBS FRCS Consultant General and Vascular Surgeon, University
College Hospital, London (United Kingdom)

Dr Peter Shannon, MBBS (UWA) DPM (Melb) FRANZCP Adult Psychiatrist (retired) (Australia)
Dr Walter Siegrist, FMH, Specialist in Internal Medicine (Switzerland)

Dr Gustaw Sikora, MD PhD F Inst Psychoanalysis Fellow of British Psychoanalytic Society
Specialist Psychiatrist (diploids obtained in Poland and registered in the UK); Psychoanalyst;
currently in private practice (United Kingdom & Poland)

Dr Keerti Singh, MBBS, MD (United Kingdom)

Dr Lars Sjostrand, Consultant Psychiatrist, Addiction Center Stockholm (Beroendecentrum
Stockholm) (Sweden)

Dr Wilhelm Skogstad, MRCPsych BPAS IPA Psychiatrist & Psychoanalyst, London, United
Kingdom (United Kingdom & Germany)

Miss Sophie Slovak, Resident in Psychiatry (France)

Dr Paul Snelling, MB, ChB, BMedSci, FRACP. Nephrologist, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital
(Australia)

Dr Dilek Sonntag, Clinical Psychologist, Psychotherapist (Germany)

Dr Robert Spalthoff, MD, Clinical Psychiatry and researcher in Schizophrenia and
neuroimaging, Saxonian Hospital in Altscherbitz (Germany)

Dr James Squire, Family Medical Practitioner (United States)

Dr John Stace, MBBS (UNSW) FRACGP FACRRM FRACMA MHA (UNSW) Country Doctor
(retired), Perth (Australia)

Dr Jill Stein, MD, Internist, Lexington, Massachusetts, Green Party nominee for President of the
United States in the 2012 and 2016 elections (United States)

Dr Carmen Subias, Physician (Catalonia)

Dr Derek Summerfield, BSc (Hons) MBBS MRCPsych Honorary Senior Clinical Lecturer,
Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology & Neuroscience, King’s College London (United Kingdom)

Dr Mashhood Syed, Birmingham (United Kingdom)

Dr Rob Tandy, MBBS MRCPsych Consultant Psychiatrist in Psychotherapy & Psychoanalyst;
Unit Head, Psychoanalytic Treatment Unit, Tavistock and Portman, London; City & Hackney
Primary Care Psychotherapy Consultation Service, St Leonard’s Hospital, London (United
Kingdom)

Dr Noel Thomas, MA MBChB DCH DobsRCOG DTM&H MFHom General Medical Practitioner;
homeopath; has assisted on health/education projects in six developing countries Maesteg,
Wales (United Kingdom)

Dr Philip Thomas, MBChB DPM MPhil MD Formerly Professor of Philosophy Diversity & Mental
Health, University of Central Lancashire; Formally Consultant Psychiatrist (United Kingdom)

Dr Lldcia Tit6 Espinagosa, Gastroenterology (Catalonia)
Dr Gianni Tognoni, MD Istituto Mario Negri, Milano (Italy)

Dr Jean-Pierre Unger, MD DTM&H MPH PhD, Associate Professor Emeritus at the Institute of
Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, Visiting Professor at the University of Newcastle (Belgium & United
Kingdom)

Dr Cici Verhoef, Psychiatrist (Netherlands)
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Prof Eduard Vieta, University of Barcelona (Catalonia)
Dr Sebastido Viola, Lic Med MRCPsych Consultant Psychiatrist, Cardiff (United Kingdom)

Dr Howard Waitzkin, MD PhD FACP, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, University of New
Mexico, Adjunct Professor, Internal Medicine, University of lllinois (United States)

Dr Peter Walger, MD Consultant, Infectious Disease Specialist, Bonn-Duesseldorf-Berlin
(Germany)

Dr Sue Wareham, OAM MBBS General Medical Practitioner (retired) (Australia)

Dr Elizabeth Waterston, MD General Medical Practitioner (retired), Newcastle upon Tyne
(United Kingdom)

Dr Victor John Webster, Surgeon (Upper Gl laparoscopic) MB BS (Adel) FRCS(Eng) FRACS
(gen surg) Cert HST (RACS Eng) (retired) (Australia)

Dr Jeffrey Weeks, DD (Japan)

Dr Steinar Westin, MD PhD, Professor of Social Medicine and former General Practitioner
(Norway)

Dr Mareike Wild (Germany)
Dr Eric Windgassen, MRCPsych PGDipMBA Consultant Psychiatrist (retired) (United Kingdom)
Dr David Wolkoff, MD (United States)

Dr Pam Wortley, MBBS MRCGP General Medical Practitioner (retired), Sunderland (United
Kingdom)

Dr Matthew Yakimoff, BOralH (DSc) GDipDent General Dental Practitioner (Australia)
Dr Anton Ysewyn, Consultant Neurologist, Maria Ziekenhuis (St Mary Hospital), Pelt (Belgium)

Dr Rosemary Yuille, BSc (Hons Anatomy) MBBS (Hons) General Medical Practitioner (retired),
Canberra (Australia)

Dr Jelena Zagorcic, MD, General Medical Practitioner (retired) (Serbia)

Dr Felicity de Zulueta, Emeritus Consultant Psychiatrist in Psychotherapy, South London and
Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust; Honorary Senior Clinical Lecturer in Traumatic Studies, King’s
College London (United Kingdom)

Dr Paquita de Zulueta, MBBChir MA (Cantab) MA (Medical Law & Ethics) MRCP FRCGP
PGDIipCBT CBT Therapist and Coach; Senior Tutor Medical Ethics; Honorary Senior Clinical
Lecturer, Dept of Primary Care & Population Health, Imperial College London (United Kingdom)

Signatories from 33 countries across 6 continents

Argentina Finland Japan Spain

Australia France Netherlands Sri Lanka
Austria Germany New Zealand Sweden
Belgium Greece Norway Switzerland
Canada Hong Kong (China) | Poland Tanzania

Chile India Portugal Tunisia

Costa Rica Ireland Serbia United Kingdom
Cuba Italy South Africa United States
Czech Republic
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TABLE 2: Timeline of Events

in relation to Julian Assange’s Case Beginning with Phase 1 of
the Extradition Hearing

By Doctors for Assange

Created: 2020-05-02

Last updated: 2020-06-23

Dates: Assange Extradition Hearing, phase 1

24-27 Feb

Key events 1. The day before the hearing began, Assange was visited by his
father John Shipton and former Greek Finance Minister Yanis
Varoufakis

a. Shipton reported that Assange’s prison cell was searched
immediately prior to their visit
b. Varoufakis reported that prison authorities would not permit
Assange to exercise in the prison gymnasium with other
inmates
C. https://www.theguardian.com/media/2020/feb/23/julian-
assange-was-harassed-by-cell-search-claims-father
d. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F DjOnLI9Xw
2. On Assange’s return to HMP Belmarsh after day 1, authorities:
a. Strip searched Assange twice, moved him between 5 holding
cells, and handcuffed him 11 times
b. Seized his legal papers including privileged communications
3. When Assange’s lawyers objected to this treatment, the judge
claimed no authority to ensure humane treatment of prisoners,
despite both Assange’s and the US’ lawyers noting that such
practice is commonplace and urging her to “send a message” to
prison authorities that his treatment was unacceptable
https://assangecourt.report/day-2-morning
4. Assange, as a defendant in a US extradition request relating to his
work as a journalist, was forced to sit in an armoured glass
enclosure, which inhibited his ability to hear the proceedings and
communicate with his lawyers
a. Assange made appeals regarding his inability to participate in
his own defence on days 1 and 2
b. On day 2, his lawyers requested that Assange be permitted to
leave the enclosure to sit with them
c. The judge refused, inviting Assange’s lawyers to make a
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formal application, which she would hear on day 3

d. On day 3, following Assange’s lawyers’ submissions, which
were reportedly not contested by the opposing lawyers, the
judge, reportedly reading from a pre-prepared ruling, denied
the application for Assange to leave the enclosure and sit with
his lawyers

e. The judge further ruled that Assange would remain in the glass
enclosure for the duration of the extradition hearing, including
phase 2

f. https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/02/28/assa-f28.html

g. https://www.craigmurray.org.uk/archives/2020/03/the-
armoured-glass-box-is-an-instrument-of-torture/

5. On day 2 of the hearing, one of Assange’s lawyers left the

courtroom and moved to “shake hands” with Assange through a

slot in the glass enclosure

a. As Assange stood to meet the gesture, the security guards in
the enclosure physically forced him back into his seat,
preventing any contact with his lawyer

b. https://www.craigmurray.org.uk/archives/2020/02/your-man-in-
the-public-gallery-assange-hearing-day-2/

. The extradition treaty between the UK and the US proscribes

extradition on the basis of political offenses, and the domestic UK

Extradition Act was passed into law on the basis of this Treaty.

Nevertheless, the judge asserted that:

a. The domestic UK Extradition Act does not mention political
offenses as an exemption

b. The court was not bound by the US-UK Treaty under which
extradition is being sought, only the UK Extradition Act

c. Therefore, she appeared to indicate that she would extradite
defendants to the US for purely political offences

. The court heard that the US will place Assange under “Special

Administrative Measures” in the US if extradited

a. https://21stcenturywire.com/2020/02/19/pilger-julian-assange-
must-be-freed-not-betrayed/

52.Special Administrative Measures (SAMs) are among the most
extreme forms of solitary confinement and isolation known,
described by the Centre for Constitutional Rights as “far more
restrictive than even the most severe conditions found in most
established legal systems”
https://ccrjustice.org/sites/default/files/attach/2017/09/SAMs%2

OReport.Final .pdf

b. A Yale Law School report from 2017 details SAMs’ violations
of both US and international law:
https://law.yale.edu/sites/default/files/area/center/schell/docum
ent/sams_report.final.pdf
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Results

1. Phase 2 of extradition hearing set to begin 18 May 2020
2. Assange will be confined to the glass enclosure for future phases
of extradition hearing

Dates:
25 March

Bail Hearing

Key events

1. Assange’s lawyers requested bail on the basis that Assange is
non-violent, he is being held only on remand, he is not convicted
of a crime, he is not awaiting sentencing, and he is at increased
risk for contracting COVID-19 and suffering severe sequalae
and/or death

2. His lawyers also presented a bail release plan to live with his
partner, their children, and his own father (Mr Shipton)

3. Assange himself appeared by videolink, which was terminated
after about an hour, rendering him unable to follow the remainder
of his own hearing

4. The judge denied reason to question existing prison procedures
regarding COVID-19, despite widespread concern about poor
management of coronavirus in prisons at the time;
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/mar/25/release-
prisoners-or-face-jail-pandemic-says-chief

5. The judge ignored Assange’s increased risk for COVID-19

Result

1. Assange to remain in HMP Belmarsh, his bail request being
denied despite all the arguments in favour
2. First UK prisoner death due to COVID-19 announced the next day

Dates:
4 April

UK Announces Prisoner Release Policy for COVID-19 Pandemic

Key events

1. UK Bureau of Prisons (BOP) announces policy for the release of
up to 4,000 prisoners

2. The policy requires that a prisoner is serving a custodial sentence

3. Prisoners on remand awaiting sentencing will have their
sentencing expedited

4. The policy thereby excludes Assange, because he is neither
serving a custodial sentence nor is he awaiting sentencing

5. Areporter asked the BOP specifically about Assange, and
received an official statement that Assange is not eligible as he is
not serving a custodial sentence and therefore will not be released
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/despite-prisoner-coronavirus-fears-
uk-government-won-t-release-julian-assange

Result

Assange not released from HMP Belmarsh as COVID19 cases
and deaths within and without UK prisons rapidly mount
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Dates:
5 April

Ten Year Anniversary of WikiLeaks’ Release of Collateral Murder
video

Key events

1.
2.

A number of vigils, panels, commemorations
Story here: https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/04/06/coll-
a06.html

Dates:
7 April

Case management hearing and UK announces first death of HMP
Belmarsh prisoner

Key events

1.

2.

Assange did not appear via video link as scheduled. He was
reportedly unwell

Assange’s lawyers filed a motion to delay the start of phase 2 of
extradition hearing, as COVID-19 pandemic was inhibiting ability
both for witnesses to travel to the UK and for lawyers to meet with
Assange to prepare

The judge denied the motion

The judge offered the rationale that Assange could meet with his
attorneys on April 22 in court

The judge lifted her previous order—made during the bail
hearing—to keep Assange’s partner and children’s names secret,
in the interest of “open justice”

The judge stayed her order for 3 days to enable Assange’s
attorneys to appeal, despite his attorneys requesting a stay of two
weeks

Dept of Justice announced first death of HMP Belmarsh prisoner,
and total UK prison deaths climb to nine

Result

N =

Start date of phase 2 of extradition hearing remains 18 May
WikiLeaks and Stella Morris reveal her identity and relationship
and children with Assange to pre-empt the court’s lifting of the stay
of the order to protect their identities

Dates:
9 April

Assange Call to Vaughan Smith

Key events

Assange called friend and photojournalist Vaughan Smith, founder
of London’s Frontline Club

Assange said HMP Belmarsh is “barely functioning” and that "the
virus is ripping through the prison”

Assange said his inability to meet with his lawyers is harming his
ability to prepare for the next part of his extradition hearing

Mr Smith reported knowledge of a second death of HMP Belmarsh
prisoner from coronavirus, despite the Department of Justice
acknowledging only one

Result

Assange risk for COVID-19 intensifies in HMP Belmarsh
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Dates:
11 April

Assange call with Kristinn Hrafnsson, Daily Mail exposé on
Stella, and Stella YouTube interview

Key events

1.

2.

3.

This date is the first anniversary of Assange’s illegal seizure by
British police in the Ecuadorian Embassy

Assange called Kristinn Hrafnsson, who currently is editor in chief
of WikiLeaks

Assange reported feeling “trapped”, and noted that HMP Belmarsh
staff coming and going represents a constant threat

Assange’s fiancée Stella Morris and their children Gabriel, and
Max are interviewed and featured in the Daily Mail

It is revealed that US-hired company UC Global were targeting the
infant Gabriel, in order to obtain his DNA--from a diaper/nappy or
a pacifier--to prove Assange’s paternity

As a result, Ms Morris no longer brought Gabriel to the Ecuadorian
Embassy

It is also revealed that Assange met their second son, Max, for the
first time in HMP Belmarsh in May 2019

Dates:
27 April

Administrative hearing of defence request to delay phase 2 of
extradition hearing

Key events

1.

There was confusion for reporters and other observers who dialled

in to listen to the proceedings remotely

a. Persons in court were inaudible

b. Phone lines were not muted, and many attendees talked over
and through the proceeding

Assange was not present, either physically or virtually

The planned meeting with Assange and his attorneys on April

22nd did not take place. The judge noted that "...on 9 April, this

Court informed the parties that attending Woolwich Crown Court

on 22 April to visit Mr Assange in the cells as directed ... will not

be possible."

The judge reportedly read from pre-written ruling brought into

court, ruling to delay phase 2 of the extradition hearing

The judge declared the only reason to postpone was that

Assange's own presence would be frustrated. Issues regarding

lawyer access to Assange, witnesses travelling, etc. were rejected

as reasons

The judge set the date of 4 May to meet with lawyers representing

Assange and the US to set a new hearing date

Result

. Judge vacates date of 18 May as start of phase 2 of extradition

hearing
Judge sets 4 May as date of upcoming administrative hearing to
set date for resumption of extradition hearing
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Dates: World Press Freedom Day

3 May

Key events 1. Amnesty International renews its call not to extradite Assange to
uUsS:
https://twitter.com/StefSimanowitz/status/1256948930358771712

2. The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture highlights UK Foreign

Secretary Dominic Raab making pronouncements on press
freedoms despite torturing Assange:
https://twitter.com/NilsMelzer/status/1256994914627457024

Dates: Administrative hearing to set new dates for phase 2 of

4 May extradition hearing

Key events 1. Hearing postponed from 10a to 11:45a BST due to a “backlog of

2.
3.

cases”
Venue: Westminster Magistrates Court
Present in person:

a.
b.
C.
d.
e.

District Judge Baraitser

QC Summers present for Assange

QC Claire Dobbins present for US

Six journalists, at least one of whom is Marty Silk
Six members of the public

Present virtually:

a.
b.
C.

QC Fitzgerald for Assange

QC Lewis for US

More issues with open justice: during the postponement, the

court placed on hold seven journalists and observers

participating by phone. Court clerk reportedly failed to unmute

the call after the delay and the journalists and observers

missed the proceedings entirely

The six journalists and members of the public above includes

i) Reporters without Borders (RSF) UK Bureau Director
Rebecca Vincent

i) Stefania Maurizi

iii) Doctors for Assange observers

Assange was reported to be too unwell to appear in person or by
videolink
Lewis said July was not good for prosecution

a.

Dobbins for prosecution assisting w/child abuse inquiry

b. American prosecutors need to fly over and flights doubtful

C.

Lewis has some “public duties” at end of July

Fitzgerald said November too late and July “perhaps unworkable”

a.

Mr Summers and a key witness not available in July

b. A further date in August is a problem too
The judge acknowledged July will not work; noted good availability
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in August

9. Fitzgerald said first three weeks of August unworkable

10.Lewis said prosecution prefers September

11.Hearing date set for “approximately” September

12.Hearing will be moved to another Crown Court
a. Possibly outside London
b. Judge said it will “take some negotiation” to find another court

that is willing and available in September because of “current
climate”

13. Assange protest outside Westminster Magistrates Court was
broken up by UK special operations officers and Metropolitan
Police within 30 minutes after the hearing ended
a. The police deemed the protest “unlawful” under COVID-19

legislation

b. Documentation of special operations involvement in addition to

the metropolitan police:

i) https://twitter.com/Tareq Haddad/status/125765144946872
3201

i) https://thewatchdog.net/2020/05/04/special-operations-
officers-disperse-assange-supporters-as-u-s-extradition-
case-delayed-for-months/

Results

1. Search on for a court for the hearing in September
a. Judge said she would have a new date/location by Friday 8 May
2020, and communicate that information by email to the two
parties then
b. Likely it will be a court outside London
2. ltis likely that the new restart date is 7 September 2020
3. Next “callover” for Assange will take place on June 1

Dates:
7 May

New date and court venue will not be confirmed on Friday, 8
May 2020

Key events

1. Journalist Marty Silk tweeted that in communication with the
court, it is clear that the new court venue and date in September
will not in fact be announced tomorrow, Friday 8 May 2020 as
planned
a. https://twitter.com/MartySilkHack/status/12583938171636695

05
b. It will likely be a “few weeks” before a new venue is found

2. Confirmed by journalist Mohamed El Mazi.

a. https://twitter.com/MEImaazi/status/1258420636273332225

b. “...court clerk from Westminster Magistrates' Court told us
this. They said they'd let us and the parties know once they
have secured an appropriate location for part 2 of
#JulianAssange's hearings”

Result

1. Uncertainty surrounding Assange extradition proceedings is
prolonged
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2. This uncertainty contributes to Assange torture
3. Next “callover” hearing for Assange still scheduled for 1 June

Dates:
9 May

One year anniversary of Nils Melzer’s visit to Assange in HMP
Belmarsh

Key events

1.

2.

Melzer Tweet reflecting on this visit:

https://twitter.com/NilsMelzer/status/1258955598659452928

a. He showed clear signs of prolonged psychological #Torture.

b. First | was shocked that mature democracies could produce
such an accident.

c. Then | found out it was no accident.

d. Now, | am scared to find out about our democracies...

Melzer Tweets of video describing the importance of Assange

case:

https://twitter.com/NilsMelzer/status/1259037617796124672

Dates:
13 May

Announcement of date--but not venue--of resumption of
Assange extradition hearing

Key events

1.

2.
3.

Marty Silk and WikiLeaks tweet about a court announcement of
the date on which Assange extradition hearing will resume

The date is 7 September 2020

WikiLeaks tweet:
https://twitter.com/wikileaks/status/1260503746376806402
Marty Silk tweet:
https://twitter.com/MartySilkHack/status/1260482807530434561
Both announcements note that the court venue for the
resumption of the hearing is still not yet set

Result

Date--but not venue--of resumption of Assange extradition
hearing is set: 7 September 2020

Dates:
1 June

Case Management Hearing

Key events

On the Friday prior to the hearing (29 May), the time was
changed to 10a BST from 11a BST
Assange lawyers notified court on Friday prior (29 May) that
Assange will not appear in person because his doctors advised
him not to attend due to COVID-19 risk

i) https://twitter.com/MartySilkHack/status/12674121858835

57890
i) https://twitter.com/StellaMoris1/status/126741306748853
0432
Hearing itself:
a. “Prosecution barrister James Lewis said new evidence which
is not in response to prosecution evidence has been served
by the defence. He said they will have to work out if they
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think it's admissible.”
https://twitter.com/MartySilkHack/status/12673848480308715
52

Yet again, difficult for journalists and observers dialling in and

listening remotely to hear the proceedings

a. The court did not put on mute anyone who dialled in, and
many of them talked over the entire proceeding

b. Judge was inaudible even when no caller was talking, due to
inadequate set-up and use of microphone

Judge was again unable to set a venue for phase 2 of extradition

hearing, despite reaffirming a “date certain” of September 7

a. https://twitter.com/wikileaks/status/1267387223957274625

Result

wnN e

o o

No venue set for phase 2 of extradition hearing

Date of phase 2 still set of 7 September 2020

Next call over hearing for Assange set for 29 June:

https://au.news.yahoo.com/assange-too-unwell-attend-uk-

hearing-091612656--spt.html

Lawyers’ deadlines in advance of resumption of hearing:

a. Both psychiatric reports on Assange - prosecution and
defence - will be due on July 31.

b. New defence skeleton argument due on August 25

c. New prosecution skeleton argument due on September 1

Assange remains at extreme risk for COVID-19

Assange remains unable to participate in his own case

proceedings

Dates:
15 June

Guardian article on WikiLeaks 2010 Collateral Murder Video

Key events

Guardian publishes article detailing the impact of the 2010
Collateral Murder video

. The event depicted in the video was a US Apache helicopter

gunning down Iraqi civilians and two Reuters journalists

The helicopter also shot up a van that came to rescue the victims
who were still alive after the first round of gunfire

That van had two children as passengers who were both
severely wounded

The article describes the Reuters station chief in Baghdad--Dean
Yates--seeking answers from the US military about the killings
Two US Army generals lied about the event and denied him the
video

Yates filed Freedom of Information Act requests for the video,
which were turned down

Yates recounts how the WikiLeaks release of the video exposed
the US miilitary’s lies and cover up of the events depicted in the
video
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